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Rewilding in practice: 
the role of herbivore diversity 



Rewilding is not about restoring 
tradition or cultural heritage 



Rewilding is restoring once lost herbivores  
(and predators) that belong here 



Restoring the co-evolution of landscape, plants and animals 



Once Europe 
housed a huge 

diversity of large 
herbivores 

 



Predators were omnipresent 

 



 
Current distribution versus historical 

Svenning et al. 
PNAS 2016 
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quality ċ================ Č quantity  
 

Selective feeders ċ======= Č bulk feeders  



Which ones do we need for 
ecosystem restauration 



Many herbivores are still available 



Herbivores facilitate each other 

 



E.g. wisents open up dune shrubbery 



Horses shorten the grass 

Rabbits profit 
ÅDebark bushes and 
ÅShorten grass even more 



Facilitation on sandy soil 

wisent horse rabbit 

fallow 
deer 



Competition on sandy soil 

wisent horse rabbit 

fallow 
deer 


